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Volunteer Department Organized in 1921; Two of Original 22 Members Still Active 

 The bricks in the Brookside municipal building belong to the Brookside Volunteer Fire 

Department… and therein lies an interesting story of the history of this fire-fighting organization. 

 A disastrous fire in 1921 brought awareness that the village was without fire protection.  A 

group of 22 charter members set about organizing the fire volunteer group for Brookside.  Two of the 

22, Herman Ehni and Jim Gibbs, are still active firemen today. 

 The first fire chief was Tom Oschenbein and a small Ford Pumper truck was used until 1927 

when the members canvassed the village and nearby districts and raised $2,200 for a Boya truck, which 

served the village for 20 years.  In 1947, an American LaFrance was purchased and is in use today. 

 In 1928, plans were instituted to raise funds for a new fire station.  At that time, the truck was 

housed in a shed in back of a meat market. 

 A ladies auxiliary was formed and its sponsorship of suppers, games, parties and lawn fetes 

netted financial aid as the women worked right along with the men for a building. 

 The department had been called to many fires at Barton and the people there wanted to help so 

Saturday night dances were held in the Miners hall continuously for almost three years. 

 Finally, a sum of $2,500 rested in the building fund and the firemen looked around for a site.  

The late Grover Cleveland Travis was county engineer at the time and he suggested building under the 

Civilian Workers Administration. 

 Under its rule, however, the village council had to sponsor such a plan.  The firemen paid $1,200 

for the lot and the bricks were donated to them by the Lorain Coal and Dock Company through the 

efforts of Charles Johnson, superintendent.  An arrangement was made with the council that the 

building would be erected with the understanding that the firemen would have exclusive use of the 

upstairs as their clubrooms and the fire truck housed downstairs.  The rest of the building would be free 

for use by the council as it saw fit. 

 The growth of the department has not been without its tragedies.  Two members, Cecil Lillie and 

Paul Trouten, paid with their lives in the disastrous St. Clairsville five years ago when a burning wall 

caved in on these gallant men as they played water on it.  This was the first run for the Boya truck.  In a 

Barton fire, the department saved 12 homes as four burned in a section just outside town. 



 The Brookside Department was on hand for many fires including the disastrous Scott Lumber 

company fire in Martins Ferry in 1928, which had no equal until the recent Bellaire holocaust which 

found Brookside helping its fellow firemen save the city. 

 This kind of disaster brings home the realization of how much the public owes the volunteer 

firemen—the men who risk their lives without question to save those of others.  These heroes are your 

neighbors and mine—let us never forget our debt to them. 

  


